
Oxford University has strict ethical procedures on conducting research.  The project has been approved 

by the university’s Central Ethics Committee and will follow the ethical guidelines published by the British 

Educational Research Association (www.bera.ac.uk/content/ethical-guidelines). Liam Gearon is head of 

the Departmental Research Ethics Committee that has approved this research and if you have any 

questions about this process he can be contacted on liam.gearon@education.ox.ac.uk.  Your 

participation in this research would be entirely voluntary.  

I fully realise how busy you are and will completely understand if you decide you do not wish to take 

part.  You would also be free to change your mind and withdraw from the study at any time.  As already 

mentioned, all participants (and their schools) will be made anonymous in all research reports.  The data 

collected will be kept strictly confidential, will be available only to me, and will not be used for additional 

purposes without the further consent of all involved being obtained.  All data will be destroyed at the 

end of the research period, and kept in locked or password-protected conditions until then.

If you have any further questions about this study, I would be pleased to answer these; please do not 

hesitate to get in touch, preferably by email.  If you do not wish to participate, I would be grateful if you 

would nonetheless complete the reply slip and return it to me by email. 

Thank you for your time and attention.  I look forward to hearing from you.  

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Jason Todd 

PGCE Tutor in History
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for class-run quiz

Hello my name is Jason and I am an education researcher at Oxford University. I used to be a school history 
teacher and I am really interested in the ideas that young people have about history. I think that if teachers know a 
bit more about what students know and understand about history it will help their teaching.

I know you are about to start a new history topic and I am interested in the impact these lessons will have on your 
historical understanding and your involvement in democracy and politics.  To do that, I would like you to complete 
this survey both before the lessons begin and again at the end of these lessons.

Your teacher is going to run this quiz now. Just be honest with your answers – this is not a test. You might find 
the questions especially hard the first time as you have not studied the topic yet, but hopefully it will be easier the 
second time. I will not be making any judgements about what you have written – I am simply interested in your 
ideas. You do not have to give your name, so your answers will be anonymous.

If you would still prefer for me not to see your answers you can tell your teacher this and they will not send your 
answers.

Hope you are ready

for survey set as HW

Hello my name is Jason and I am an education researcher at Oxford University. I used to be a school history 
teacher and I am really interested in the ideas that young people have about history. I think that if teachers know a 
bit more about what students know and understand about history it will help their teaching.

I know you are about to start a new history topic and I am interested in the impact these lessons will have on your 
historical understanding and your involvement in democracy and politics.  To do that, I would like you to complete 
this survey both before the lessons begin and again at the end of these lessons.

Your teacher is going to give you a link to an online survey – it should take about 20 minutes. You can skip 
questions and return to them later.

Whatever you do, just be honest with your answers – this is not a test. You might find the questions especially 
hard the first time as you have not studied the topic yet, but hopefully it will be easier the second time.  I will not 
be making any judgements about what you have written – I am simply interested in your ideas. You do not have to 
give your name, so your answers will be anonymous.

If you would still prefer for me not to see your answers you can tell your teacher this and we will not use your 
answers.
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for control group

Hello my name is Jason and I am an education researcher at Oxford University. I used to be a school history 
teacher and I am really interested in the ideas that young people have about history. I think that if teachers know a 
bit more about what students know and understand about history it will help their teaching.

I want you to act as a control group. What this means is that I can compare your answers with a group that has 
studied a different topic to you, elsewhere in the country.

Your teacher is going to run this quiz now. Just be honest with your answers – this is not a test. You might find the 
questions especially hard as you have not studied the topic, and because you are the control group it might still be 
hard 2nd time round. Do not worry about this – your answers are still really valuable as they allow us to measure 
the impact of the lessons in other schools. Also, I will not be making any judgements about what you have written – 
I am simply interested in your ideas. You do not have to give your name, so your answers will be anonymous.

If you would still prefer for me not to see your answers you can tell your teacher this and they will not send your 
answers.

Hope you are ready


